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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with James White on Dec. 23, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In claim 180, 

line 5 , please replace "capable of receiving" with - configured to receive - 
line 9, please replace "capable of customizing" with - configured to customize — 
line 1 1 , please replace "capable of determining" with - configured to determine — 
and in claim 204, 

line 5, please replace "capable of defining" with - configured to define — 
lines 11-12, please replace "capable of customizing" with -configured to 
customize- 

Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

3. Claims 150 through 265 are allowed. 

The following is the Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
or records fail to teach U A method in a computing device for receiving themes 
representing contextual situations and customizing the received themes for use in 
providing appropriate responses to the represented contextual situations, the method 
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comprising: receiving at the computing device multiple uncustomized themes supplied 
from one or more external sources that further supply the multiple uncustomized themes 
to multiple other distinct computing devices whose users are distinct from a user of the 
computing device, each of the received themes representing a contextual situation and 
associated with a type of response that is appropriate to the represented contextual 
situation; customizing at least one of the received themes to reflect the computing 
device and/or the user of the computing device; receiving an indication of a current 
contextual situation; determining that one of the customized themes represents the 
current contextual situation; and providing the type of response that is associated with 
the one theme.", as recited in claim 150, the remaining independent claims 177, 180, 
183, 184, 203 and 204, while not necessary identical in scope, contain limitations similar 
to independent claim 150 and therefore are allowable under the same rationale. Each 
dependent claims which depend on the above independent claims are also allows. 

CONCLUSION 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Tadesse Hailu, whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4051 . The Examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 10:30 - 7:00 ET. If attempts 



Application/Control Number: 09/907,008 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 2173 

to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, John 
Cabeca, can be reached at (571 ) 272-4048 Art Unit 2173. 
6. An inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3900. 

Examiner Tadesse Hailu „ / 



Art Unit 2173 
12/21/05 




